June 15, 1999

A TRIBUTE TO THE ISRAELI MIA’S

e Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President,
around this time every year I deliver
this speech to the House of Representa-
tives and now I am privileged and hon-
ored to deliver it to the Senate. I rise
today to pay tribute to the capture of
several Israeli soldiers who were taken
prisoner by the Syrians in the 1982
Israeli war with Lebanon.

On June 11, 1982, an Israeli unit bat-
tled with a Syrian armored unit in
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. The Syrians
succeeded in capturing Sgt. Zachary
Baumel, 1st Sgt. Zvi Feldman and Cpt.
Yehudah Katz. Upon arrival in Damas-
cus, the identified tank and crew were
paraded through the streets draped in
Syrian and Palestinian Flags.

Since that terrible day in 1982, the
Israeli and the United States Govern-
ments have been working to obtain any
possible information about the fate of
these missing soldiers, joining forces
with the offices of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, the
United Nations and other international
bodies. According to the Geneva con-
vention, the area in Lebanon where the
soldiers first disappeared was contin-
ually controlled by Syria, therefore
deeming her responsible for the treat-
ment of the captured soldiers. To this
day, despite the promises made by the
Syrian Government and by the PLO,
very little information has been forth-
coming about the condition of Zachary
Baumei, Zvi Feldman, and Yehudah
Katz.

June 11 marks the anniversary of the
day that these soldiers were reported
missing in action. Sixteen pain-filled
years have already passed since the
families of the MIA’s have last seen
their sons, and yet President Assad has
still not revealed their whereabouts.

One of these missing soldiers,
Zachary Baumel, is an American cit-
izen from my district in Brooklyn, N.Y.
A dedicated basketball fan, Zachary
began his studies at the Hebrew School
in Boro Park. In 1979, he moved to
Israel with other family members, and
continued his education at Yeshivat
Hesder, where religious studies are in-
tegrated with army service. When the
war with Lebanon began, Zachary was
completing his military service and
was looking forward to attending He-
brew study psychology. But fate had
unfortunately decreed otherwise and
on June 11, 1982 he vanished.

Zachary’s parents, Yonah and Mir-
iam Baumel have been relentless in
their pursuit of information about
Zachary and his compatriots. I have
worked closely with the Jewish Con-
gregation of America, the American
Coalition for missing Israeli Soldiers,
and the MIA Task Force of the con-
ference of Presidents of major Amer-
ican Jewish organizations. The Stella
K. Abraham High School for Girls
forged a project that has increased
awareness and support for the MIA’s
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plight for freedom. These groups have
been at the forefront of this pursuit of
justice. I want to recognize their de-
voted efforts and ask my colleagues to
join me in commending their efforts.
These families have been without their
children for sixteen years. Answers
must be found.e

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF LOS
ALAMOS

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
to congratulate Los Alamos County on
its 50th anniversary. This small north-
ern New Mexico county has packed an
amazing number of contributions into
its short history.

Los Alamos had already completed
its momentous contributions during
the Second World War, when it was of-
ficially created in 1949. But the work of
Los Alamos and its contributions to
national security were far from com-
pleted. Few might have anticipated
that the nuclear stockpile created at
Los Alamos would lead to an unprece-
dented five decades free of massive
global conflict. During those five dec-
ades, the nuclear weapons of the
United States have provided time for
the world’s leaders to strive toward
global peace. Today they still serve as
the ultimate guarantor of our precious
freedoms.

Throughout the County’s history, its
support for the national security objec-
tives of Los Alamos National Labora-
tory has never wavered. The success of
the lab is completely intertwined with
the success and history of the County.
As we’ve advanced toward world peace,
admittedly with steps far smaller than
all of us would wish, the County has
supported dramatic changes at the lab-
oratory, from changing characteristics
of our nuclear stockpile to new chal-
lenges that the laboratory was called
upon to address. For example, in 1949,
most of the non-proliferation and envi-
ronmental challenges that the lab ad-
dresses today did not exist.

I believe it is also important to note
on this anniversary that the time of
the closed secret city has long passed,
and Los Alamos County has now be-
come a community open to scientific
and economic growth and cultural di-
versity. Today, the lab and the sur-
rounding County are making wonderful
strides toward becoming fuller partners
in the Espanola Valley and with all of
New Mexico.

Los Alamos County and the labora-
tory have a wealth of challenges ahead
as national priorities are modified to
adapt to new global conditions. The fu-
ture of Los Alamos County should be
as bright as its past, and the range of
its contributions will continue to be of
vital importance in guaranteeing the
nation’s freedoms.e
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CONGRATULATIONS TO BOY SCOUT
TROOP 33

o Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, one
of the oldest boy scout troops in the
country, Troop 33 of Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, is celebrating its eightieth an-
niversary with a trip to Washington,
D.C. to learn about U.S. government.
Founded in 1918, Boy Scout Troop 33
has served its community for three
generations and produced 269 Eagle
Scouts. Troop 33 has conducted exten-
sive service projects, including: flood
relief sandbagging in Fargo, North Da-
kota; collecting food and clothes for
the poor; severe tornado damage clean-
up in St. Peter, Minnesota; leading
bingo games for veterans; volunteering
at an AIDS house; visiting nursing
home residents; entertaining disabled
adults; building wheelchair ramps;
serving as a color guard at the Chapel
at Fort Snelling National Cemetery;
and running a blood donation drive at
their sponsoring church, Westminster
Church of Minneapolis, Minnesota.

The troop has extraordinary Ilong-
term continuity. Three families have
contributed three generations of Eagles
and there are eight father-son com-
binations on the Eagle list. The troop
has also had continuity of leadership,
with only seven men serving as Scout-
master during Thirty-Three’s eighty
years: Kyle Cudworth, Ted Carlsen,
Rich Wheaton, Stan Moore, Bill Brad-
dock, Karl Ostlund, and Dave Moore.

Troop 33’s current Scoutmaster, Dave
Moore, has served as Scoutmaster to
over 1,150 scouts over the course of 33
years, representing over 3,000 boy-years
in scouting. Now in his fiftieth year of
scouting, Mr. Moore, who joined the
Troop at age 12, has helped his boys to
earn 2833 ranks, including 130 Eagles,
and over 5,900 merit badges. Mr. Moore
has helped thousands of young people
to discover the enjoyment that comes
from service and to dedicate them-
selves to building strong communities.

Over the years, the troop has re-
ceived numerous honors and awards.
Leaders have earned the prestigious
Silver Beaver Award, the Eagle-to-
Eagle Award, and the This-is-Your-Life
Award. On the national level, their
scouts have received the Whitney
Young Award and the George Meany
Award. Also, former Scoutmaster Ted
Carlsen received the national Silver
Buffalo Award in recognition of his
many years of service to scouting at
the Troop, council, and national levels.

The achievements and dedication of
Troop 33 exemplify the value of scout-
ing as a learning experience, aiding
boys in acquiring leadership abilities,
recognizing the responsibilities of citi-
zenship, and contributing to the com-
munity.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO CLARENCE LIEN

e Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Clarence Lien
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